
 
 
 
 

THE ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY MANAGEMENT CORPORATION  
ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF A NEW PRESIDENT AND CEO 

 
 

Cornwall, Ontario (June 10, 2024) The St. Lawrence Seaway Management 
Corporation’s (SLSMC) Board of Directors today announced the appointment of 
Demetrios (Jim) Athanasiou as the Corporation’s next President and Chief Executive 
Officer, effective July 12, 2024. 

Mr. Athanasiou replaces Terence F. Bowles, who is retiring as the longest serving 
Seaway President, having taken over this role in November 2010.  Prior to joining the 
SLSMC, he was President and CEO of the Iron Ore Company of Canada and worked 
for many years with QIT Fer et Titane du Quebec. 

Paul Gourdeau, Chair of the Board of Directors commented on behalf of the Board: “We 
have been very fortunate to have Terry Bowles as our President and CEO for the last 
14 years. Under his leadership, SLSMC has delivered excellent operational results, 
implemented impressive modernization and innovation initiatives and developed a 
strong Seaway team, which is well placed to continue serving its stakeholders and 
contributing to the Canadian and U.S. economies. Of note, the SLSMC received the 
OECD International Transport Forum Promising Transport Innovation Award for the 
development of its hands free-mooring and remote operations.  This was the most 
significant change to the operation of the Seaway since its opening in 1959, and has 
resulted in improved safety and efficiency for SLSMC employees, as well as for vessels 
transiting the system.  We wish to thank him for these achievements.” 

Jim Athanasiou, joined the SLSMC in 2008 as Corporate Mechanical Engineering 
Manager.  He followed this with ever-increasing responsibility, including as Vice-
President Engineering and Technology and the recent renewal of a 20-year 
Management, Operation and Maintenance Agreement between the SLSMC and the 
Federal Government.  

Paul Gourdeau further commented: “We are pleased to name Jim Athanasiou as the 
next President and CEO. Jim brings with him extensive Seaway knowledge, and his 
broad SLSMC portfolio has allowed him to touch on every aspect of the organization.  
We are also convinced that Jim’s strong leadership skills and vision will benefit him as 
he takes on the challenges his new role.” 



 
 
 
 
About the St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation 
The St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation was established in 1998 as a not-
for-profit corporation by the Government of Canada, Seaway users and other key 
stakeholders. In accordance with provisions of the Canada Marine Act, the Corporation 
manages and operates the Canadian assets of the St. Lawrence Seaway, which remain 
the property of the Government of Canada, under a long-term agreement with Transport 
Canada. 
 
The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway system is a “marine highway” that extends 
3,700 km from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes. Shipping through the Great Lakes 
St. Lawrence Seaway system supports 241,286 jobs and $46.8 billion in economic 
activity in Canada and the United States. 
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For more information: 

Nicole Giroux-Laplante  
Corporate Communications Strategist 
613-932-5170 ext. 3296 
ngirouxlaplante@seaway.ca 
The St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation 
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