
 

The St. Lawrence Seaway Reports September Tonnage Results and Highlights 
 Available System Capacity  

 
CORNWALL, ON / WASHINGTON D.C. (Oct 8, 2024) - The St. Lawrence Seaway today announced 
its September performance figures, with 23.6 million mt (metric tons) of cargo shipped since 
the beginning of the navigation season. While overall tonnage is slightly down compared to the 
previous year, specific commodities demonstrate positive trends that underscore the Seaway’s 
vital role in North American supply chains, with indications of a strong finish for grain this 
season.  
 
“As we enter the fall, a busy time for grain harvests, we are ready to support our partners with 

the immediate capacity to accommodate increased traffic,” said Jim Athanasiou, President and 

CEO of the St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation. “The St. Lawrence Seaway is 

committed to providing a reliable and sustainable link in the supply chain, ensuring the 

movement of diverse commodities that contribute to the growth of our economies.” 

The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway System serves as a key transportation corridor, 

facilitating the flow of essential commodities, such as grain and potash, critical for North 

American and global economies. This robust system supports over 241,000 jobs and numerous 

industries while prioritizing sustainability and efficiency in marine shipping.  

“September’s tonnage report re-affirms that the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway System is a 
dependable shipping corridor enabling U.S. growers, producers, and manufacturers to reach 
the world economy and keep costs low,” said Adam Tindall-Schlicht, Administrator, Great Lakes 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation. “With a busy few months remaining in the 
2024 season, we’re confident that Great Lakes ports are ready to finish the year strong.” 
 

Cargos that showed increases compared to the same period in 2023 include: 

• Grain: 6.2 million mt of Canadian and U.S. grain, up by 251,000 mt or 4.2% 

• Potash: 1.1 million mt up by 200,000 mt or 21% (used primarily as an agricultural 

fertilizer) 

• Petroleum Products: 2.2 million mt, up by 487,000 mt or 28.8% 

• Iron and Steel: 1.5 million mt up by 313,000 mt or 26% 

As the navigation season progresses, the St. Lawrence Seaway is well-positioned to deliver on 

its commitment to reliability and sustainability in supporting North American trade. 

 

 

 



 

 

About the St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation (SLSMC): 

The St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation, on behalf of the Government of Canada, 

manages the Canadian portion of the waterway system and its associated lands.  The binational 

St. Lawrence Seaway system serves as a key corridor and vital supply chain link for North 

America, driving significant economic activity. 

About the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (GLS): The GLS is a 

wholly owned U.S. government corporation created by statute to construct, operate, and 

maintain that part of the St. Lawrence Seaway between the Port of Montreal and Lake Erie, 

within the territorial limits of the United States. Its mission is to serve the U.S. intermodal and 

international transportation system by improving the operation and maintenance of a safe, 

reliable, efficient, and environmentally responsible deep-draft waterway, in cooperation with 

its Canadian counterpart. The GLS also encourages the development of trade through the Great 

Lakes-Seaway System, which contributes to the comprehensive economic and environmental 

development of the entire Great Lakes region. Some 241,286 jobs and $36 billion in economic 

activity are supported by the movement of goods within the Great Lakes-Seaway System. For 

more information on the St. Lawrence Seaway, please consult www.greatlakes-seaway.com.  
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